
Principal Cassidy's Corner - Students and Cell Phones 

Let's talk about cell phones...almost every student has a cell phone. And not just a phone that makes calls and 
sends texts. Rather, most of our students have a smart phone on which they access social media, play games, and 
interact with other online content. This seems to have become a social norm for children as young as 8 years old. I 
respect each parent's decision regarding whether or not their child can have a phone. But I want you to know how 
phones are impacting school. 
 
All students are issued a laptop (unless waived by the parent) for use in the classroom. There is no reason for a 
student to need a phone for any instructional purpose during the school day. Our rule is that phones must be turned 
off and put away during the instructional day; students may not use their phone unless they have permission from 
an administrator. Students can receive discipline consequences for repeat violations. 
 
Despite this rule, the most prevalent classroom disruption that teachers must address is cell phone use. It is a 
constant necessity to prompt students to put away phones. Students are using phones to access online content, 
communicate with peers (and parents), listen to music using wireless earbuds, and play games. While our teachers 
are vigilant, cell phones are small and easy to hide and our students have become increasingly successful at finding 
ways to access phones without detection. It is a tiresome battle of classroom management that teachers are 
fighting, not to mention a huge distraction from learning for individual students. It has been a challenge for our 
teachers to keep up with the number of classroom cell phone violations. And, no, we cannot just collect all phones at 
the start of each class. That is a liability to our staff when it comes to students' personal property. Confiscated 
personal devices must be secured immediately and we do not have the means to secure so many phones each 
period throughout the building. 
 
Frankly, our teachers and administrators often do not receive parental support when we reach out regarding 
concerns about cell phone use during the school day. Many parents do not see this as an issue and just a fact of 
how times are changing. As a career educator, I differ in that opinion. Adolescents are still developing their ability to 
make sound decisions and building skills to determine what is and is not socially appropriate. Pre-teens and teens 
need adult guidance, and boundaries, to navigate online social situations. Using a phone in class is the equivalent of 
an adult idly being on a cell phone while at our jobs, which is not usually acceptable. Without guidance and 
boundaries, our young people are making their own rules regarding what is appropriate and most are not yet mature 
enough to do so. 
 
Here is how parents can assist us with reducing this issue at school: 
 
1. If your student truly does not need a cell phone during the school day, please keep cell phones at home. We 
always welcome students to use the office phone during the day. 
 
2. Monitor your child's phone activity. How much screen time per day/week? What social media activity are they 

engaged in? Visit Common Sense Media for tips about cell phone parenting. 
 
3. Reinforce expectations that class time is for learning. There is no reason to use a cell phone during class. 

Support consequences if your student violates this expectation. Refusing to comply with reasonable directions 

regarding responsible use of technology is a violation of our student code of conduct. 
 
4. Recording other students is not permitted during the school day without permission from administration. This 
is also a violation of the Code of Conduct and discipline consequences can be issued. 
 
This is an area where we can truly work together as a home-school team. Please contact me if you have any 
questions or need additional information. 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting

